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Data has been recorded 
for centuries but 

storage has always 
been a challenge…

Stone 
Tablets

Now where 
did I stash 

that rock with 
my rabbit 

stew recipe?

The first known system  
(after a fashion – get 

it?)

Punch cards

Used more for 
pattern 

settings than 
storage

From the genius who 
brought us fax 

machines and the 
electric printing 

telegraph

Paper tape

Early computer 
memory that could 

store 4096 bits but was 
very expensive

Selectron
Tubes

Introduced by IBM, 
reels of tape provided 

inexpensive mass 
storage

Magnetic 
Tape

Size isn’t everything, 
these floppies 

improved as they got 
smaller.  Initially 8”,  

reaching a peak at 3.5” 
which could store 

250MB of data

Floppy Disk

IBM develop a tape 
cartridge system which 
catches on with other 

vendors

Magnetic 
Tapes

Initial capacity for a 
single disk of 100MB, 

increasing to 2GB.

Iomega Zip 
Disk

Delivers many benefits 
but make sure you 

know where your data 
actually is?  How can 

you access it?  How can 
you recover it?

Cloud
Storage

Utilises the Cloud with 
your data safe in our UK 

datacentres, you can 
access archived files 

and there’s no need to 
recover – it’s right there 

(just not stored on 
expensive primary 

storage!)

Archive as a 
Service

Some data might be important - but not critical. 
Don’t waste time and money storing and protecting 

it, when an active archive service provides an 
accessible and more cost-effective solution.
Call us on 0344 863 3000 to find out more.

A potted history of DATA STORAGE
Man has been collecting and storing data since the earliest times…

From
Alexander

Bain 

A few billion 
punch cards 

later…. and here I 
am, trying to tell 

you…

Evolving from  huge 
drives storing 5MB, to 

much smaller disks able 
to store a few TBs, 

decades later…

Hard Drive

1956

Filing
cabinets 

appeared at the 
end of the 19th C

Developed by
our answer to 

Alexander Bain…

…Michael Dale

Filing 
cabinets

Flash

Cassette 
tape

DVD

CD


